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1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

1.1 General introduction 

1.1.1 National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (National Grid) connects people to the 
energy they use, whether to heat and light homes, or to keep factories and offices 
running as shown in Figure NTS 1 below.  As old power stations close new sources 
of energy need to be connected to National Grid’s network, so that electricity 
continues to be available at the flick of a switch. 

Figure NTS 1  The electricity system from generator to consumer 

 

1.1.2 One of these new sources of energy is a proposed high-voltage electricity link 
between Belgium and Richborough near Sandwich in Kent, known as the Nemo 
Link®. In order to transport the energy from the Nemo Link around the country, 
National Grid need to connect it to the high-voltage electricity network. 
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1.1.3 There is no high-voltage electricity network in the Richborough area, so National Grid 
needs to build a new connection to join Nemo Link from Richborough to its existing 
network approximately 20km away, near Canterbury.  This new infrastructure project 
is known as the Richborough Connection project.1 

1.1.4 The purpose of this document is to provide a non-technical summary of the 
Environmental Statement which accompanies the application by National Grid to 
seek powers to construct, operate and maintain a new 400,000 volt (or 400 kilovolt 
[kV]) connection between Richborough 400kV Substation and Canterbury North 
400kV/132kV2 Substation in Kent, together with various associated development and 
other works (collectively referred to in this document as “the proposed 
development”).  The proposed development is located within the boundaries of Kent 
County, Canterbury City, Thanet District and Dover District Councils in the south east 
of England.  

1.1.5 The proposed development is made up of:  

 A new 400kV overhead line between Richborough 400kV and Canterbury North 
400kV Substations (to be known as the PC route).  This would be approximately 
20km long and would be built using 45 standard lattice pylons and 15 low height 
lattice pylons (60 pylons in total). 

 A permanent diversion of an existing lower voltage 132kV overhead line (known 
as the PY route).  This would enable the new 400kV overhead line to be 
constructed above the existing lower voltage overhead line, and would be done 
by building six new pylons, four of which are a different height so that the new 
400kV overhead line could then be built.  In addition to the removal of two pylons 
of existing lower voltage 132kV overhead line on the PY route due to the 
permanent diversion. 

 Three temporary diversions where the new 400kV overhead line would cross 
over another existing lower voltage 132kV overhead line which runs from 
Richborough to Canterbury and is proposed to be removed as part of this project 
(known as the PX route). The PX route has to keep transferring electricity whilst 
the new 400kV overhead line is being built.  To maintain local electricity supplies 
the PX route would be lowered onto wooden poles so that the new 400kV 
overhead line can be built over the top of this line. 

 The removal of 20.6km (79 pylons) of existing lower voltage 132kV overhead 
line, the PX route (and its temporary diversions) which runs between 
Richborough 132kV Substation and Canterbury South 132kV Substation.  

 Other works, for example, temporary access roads to reach pylon construction 
and demolition areas, bridge structures, highway works, construction 
compounds, protective scaffold structures, pylon work sites and ancillary works. 

1.1.6 The Richborough Connection project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project 
which means that National Grid needs to submit its application for a Development 
Consent Order to the Planning Inspectorate.  The Planning Inspectorate will then 

                                                            
1 Further information about the need for the proposed development can be found in Chapter 2 of the Environmental 
Statement and in the Need Case in Volume 7, Document 7.3.   

2 There are three substations in Canterbury. Canterbury North which comprises two substations: a 400kV substation 
operated by National Grid and a 132kV substation operated by UK Power Networks; and Canterbury South a 132kV 
substation operated by UK Power Networks. 
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make a recommendation on whether the project should go ahead and the final 
decision will rest with the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change. 

1.1.7 The Environmental Statement reports the findings of an assessment of the likely 
significant environmental effects of the project and the measures that can be put in 
place to avoid, reduce or compensate for these effects.  National Grid is required to 
prepare an Environmental Statement as part of the wider environmental impact 
assessment for this National Significant Infrastructure Project under legislation which 
specifically requires an environmental impact assessment to be completed.  

1.1.8 Readers should refer to the Environmental Statement (Volume 5, Document 5.2-
5.4) for more detailed, technical information about the proposed development and its 
environmental effects.  

1.2 The environmental impact assessment process 

1.2.1 Environmental impact assessment is the process of identifying and assessing the 
likely significant effects, both positive and negative, of a proposed development.  This 
involves identifying how people and the environment (identified in the assessment as 
specific receptors) could be affected and incorporating environmental measures to 
avoid or minimise adverse effects, or compensation to offset any significant negative 
effects (these are referred to as ‘embedded environmental measures’).  Nearly all 
development has some effect, but this process identifies whether these effects are 
likely to be significant or not and this information is used in the decision making 
process.  

1.2.2 One of the early phases in the environmental impact assessment was to undertake 
the process of scoping.  This helped to identify those effects that had the potential to 
be significant (as identified at that time) that needed to be assessed in more detail 
(i.e. scoped-in), as well as those that were unlikely to be significant and could 
therefore be scoped-out of the assessment.   

1.2.3 A Scoping Report identifying these likely significant effects was issued to the 
Planning Inspectorate in August 2014.  Following consultation with organisations and 
others with an interest in the proposed development, the Planning Inspectorate 
issued a Scoping Opinion which set out the likely significant effects which it 
considered required detailed assessment.  

1.2.4 A Preliminary Environmental Information Report was prepared by National Grid and 
published in February 2015 as part of the statutory consultation required under the 
Planning Act 2008 which ran from the 10 February – 27 March 2015. The Preliminary 
Environmental Information Report provided information for consultees and other 
interested parties, including members of the public, to develop an informed view of 
the potential environmental effects of the proposed development and to enable them 
to make comments on the proposals.   

1.2.5 The scope of the assessment was refined in response to comments received on the 
Scoping Report, the Preliminary Environmental Information Report and also in 
response to environmental information obtained from survey and assessment work, 
on-going consultation and the project design process.  This design process involved 
the consultant team working closely with the Project’s engineers and key 
stakeholders (for example the local planning authorities and Natural England) to 
identify how the design of the proposed development could mitigate (by avoiding, 
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reducing or compensating for) any negative environmental effects likely to arise and 
to provide wider environmental enhancements.  

1.2.6 The anticipated maximum extent of land in which the proposed development would 
take place and in effect which forms the boundary of the proposed development is 
known as the ‘Order limits’.  If the Development Consent Order is approved all 
development would need to take place within the Order limits.  This would include all 
temporary construction works such as access routes, bridges etc. as well as the 
proposed 400kV overhead line.  It also includes the works on the 132kV PX route 
overhead line which is to be dismantled.   

1.2.7 In addition to the Order limits, the proposed development would also need to be 
constructed within the Limits of Deviation which are shown on the accompanying 
plans.  The Limits of Deviation allow for a necessary and proportionate degree of 
flexibility to manage unforeseen issues (such as previously unknown poor quality 
ground conditions) which may mean a pylon position needs to be re-sited.  

1.3 Alternatives that have been considered 

1.3.1 It is best practice when undertaking environmental impact assessment to look at 
alternatives to the proposed development which in this case include alternative 
routes, technologies and engineering design.  The aim is to select a final 
development option which appropriately balances environmental effects (including 
socio-economics), technical challenges and cost.  A key part of this process is 
consultation with interested groups and members of the public to obtain their views 
on which alternatives should be looked at. 

1.3.2 National Grid follows a process which includes six stages, a number of which include 
the consideration of alternatives.  These are: 

 Stage 1 - Strategic options: National Grid explores, identifies and assesses the 
different ways in which it might meet the need for new infrastructure in a 
particular area.  

 Stage 2 - Outline routeing and siting: National Grid identifies and appraises a 
number of potential route corridors through which the transmission connection 
could be routed.  At this stage the public and other organisations may also be 
consulted.  

 Stage 3 - Detailed routeing and siting: Once a broad route corridor has been 
identified National Grid undertakes further studies to identify and appraise the 
route alignment along which the transmission connection could be routed.   

 Stage 4 - The proposed application: At this stage National Grid undertakes 
consultation with the local community, people with an interest in the land that will 
be affected by the proposed development, such as those that own or rent the 
land, local authorities and other organisations, on the detail of its draft proposals. 

 Stage 5 - Application for development consent: National Grid submits its 
application for development consent, including a draft Development Consent 
Order, having considered and, where appropriate responded to, the feedback 
from the formal consultation completed as part of stage 4 and earlier stages.  

 Stage 6 - Consideration and hearing: During this stage National Grid follows the 
examination process set out for DCO applications.  
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How a connection to Canterbury was identified (Stage 1) 

1.3.3 At the beginning of the project National Grid looked at how it could build a connection 
from the Nemo Link at Richborough to the high voltage electricity network.  As part 
of this work, National Grid looked at six options to make the connection including 
three onshore options and three subsea cable options to different locations. After 
assessing these, National Grid ruled out using the offshore options because they 
were substantially more expensive than onshore options and because a longer 
connection would be needed. They would also potentially have had a negative effect 
on a number of internationally protected wildlife sites on the coast which could not 
be avoided. 

1.3.4 National Grid looked at three ways of making the connection onshore. This included 
routes from Richborough to Kemsley, Richborough to Cleve Hill and Richborough to 
Canterbury. 

1.3.5 National Grid discounted Richborough to Kemsley because the connection would be 
substantially longer and it would have a greater impact on the landscape. Of the other 
two options - Richborough to Cleve Hill and Richborough to Canterbury – 
Richborough to Canterbury was chosen as it was shorter than the Richborough to 
Cleve Hill route and therefore would have less overall effect and lower costs. 

1.3.6 The need for the new connection is reported in the Need Case (Volume 7, 
Document 7.3) and the strategic options that were considered are reported in the 
Strategic Options Report (SOR) (Volume 7, Document 7.4). 

How the route corridor to Canterbury was identified (Stage 2) 

1.3.7 On the basis of the work completed as part of Stage 1, National Grid looked at where 
a connection could be built between Richborough and Canterbury.  The alternatives 
were reported in the Route Corridor Study (RCS) (Volume 7, Document 7.5).  The 
studies identified two areas of land – which National Grid called the ‘North Corridor’ 
and the ‘South Corridor’. 

1.3.8 Due to residential areas, other buildings, areas of woodland and existing overhead 
lines to the north-east of Canterbury, National Grid also identified three potential 
ways for the western end of the North Corridor to reach Canterbury North 400kV 
Substation.  These were called sub-option A, sub-option B and sub-option C. 

1.3.9 Following environmental and technical studies, and a consultation in summer 2013, 
National Grid decided to take forward proposals for a connection in the North 
Corridor, using sub-option B (north of Broad Oak) because this option would have 
the least impact on the environment, and was preferred by the public and key 
stakeholders.  National Grid also proposed to remove the existing lower voltage UK 
Power Networks line (the PX route), which runs through the North Corridor from 
Richborough to Canterbury. 

Identifying the draft route of the overhead line (Stage 3) 

Options appraisal 

1.3.10 In developing the draft route National Grid made sure that the route: 

 was an appropriate distance from existing overhead lines within the route 
corridor (to comply with stringent safety requirements); 
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 was located close to existing overhead lines to minimise the change to people's 
views; 

 avoided, as much as possible, environmental features such as residential areas, 
wildlife sites and built structures protected for historic reasons; and 

 avoided sharp changes in direction to minimise the effects on people's views and 
the landscape from the larger pylons that are required to make such turns.  

1.3.11 The study area was split into four Sections (A to D running from west to east) to 
broadly align with the different types of landscape within each Section.  Within each 
Section options to the north and south of the existing lower voltage overhead line 
(the PX route) were identified as well as an option for an underground cable.  For the 
overhead options, it was considered that these could be built using either a traditional 
lattice pylon design or the newer T-pylon design.   

1.3.12 A preferred route option was identified in each Section of the route corridor and this 
is reported in the Connection Options Report (COR) (Volume 7, Document 7.7). 

1.3.13 Taking on board feedback from consultation and the findings of the appraisal of 
options it was concluded that no part of the route needed to be placed underground 
as an overhead route could be sensitively designed and carefully routed within the 
existing landscape.  

1.3.14 National Grid concluded that routes to the north of the existing lower voltage 
overhead line through Sections A, B and D and to the south of it through Section C 
formed the best overall draft route.  This proposed draft route was published in May 
2014 and information events were held and feedback was received.   

Pylon types considered 

1.3.15 National Grid has undertaken work to select which type of pylon should be used as 
part of the proposed development: the lattice pylon or the newly-designed T-pylon. 
Lattice pylons are the pylon type widely used on the national electricity transmission 
network. Standard lattice pylons are approximately 46.5 metres high, 17.1 metres 
wide, and 7.5 metres wide at the base. Where the line changes direction, a slightly 
different lattice pylon is used.  These look very similar but have a wider base and can 
be taller.  There is also a lower-height lattice pylon which is approximately 35 metres 
high and 30 metres wide. The base is approximately 7 metres.  

1.3.16 The T-pylon is a new type of pylon that has not been used in the UK before. These 
are approximately 35 metres tall, 23 metres wide at the top of the ‘T’ and 2 metres 
wide at the base. Where a line changes direction, a slightly different T-pylon would 
be needed. 

1.3.17 The Pylon Design Options Report (Volume 7, Document 7.8) reports on the 
assessment of pylon options.  National Grid is proposing standard lattice pylons for 
the majority of the Richborough Connection project route with the exception of the 
Ash Levels (Section D) where it proposes to use low height lattice pylons.  Studies 
have shown that on balance using low height pylons (whether lattice or T) in Sections 
A, B and C would have more of a visual and environmental impact on the local area, 
largely due to their increased width. However, in Section D National Grid is proposing 
to use low height lattice pylons rather than T-pylons, as its studies show that lattice 
pylons would have a lower visual and environmental impact on the local area. 

1.3.18 All three types are illustrated in Figure NTS 2.  
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Figure NTS 2  Images of the three pylon types considered (not to scale) 

 

Review of the design 

1.3.19 Following publication of the ‘draft route’ and COR in May 2014, information events 
were held and feedback was received, from which interested organisations, 
members of the public and landowners/occupiers and those with an interest in the 
land potentially affected identified a number of design changes to the proposed 
development.  These design changes related to the overhead line route, individual 
pylon locations and access routes.  Typically, many related to moving an individual 
pylon or consideration of changes to part of the route, for example, where farmers or 
landowners wanted pylons moved to the edge of field boundaries in order to allow 
them to use farming machinery around the pylon. 

1.3.20 Other larger changes included moving the overhead line to the south of the existing 
lower voltage overhead lines in Section D, where previously the route was proposed 
to the north, on the basis of feedback received.  In Section A, to the north-west of 
Broad Oak, South East Water is proposing to develop a new reservoir.  Therefore, a 
separate study was completed to look at a number of options for the route in the area 
of the proposed reservoir.  The proposed overhead line route was altered to avoid 
the proposed reservoir as much as possible, without moving the new overhead line 
any closer to the village of Broad Oak.   

1.3.21 National Grid checked and reviewed the identified design changes and if the changes 
were feasible, both the engineering and environmental aspects of the changes were 
assessed.  Where agreed by the Project team these changes were included into the 
design.   
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Identifying the final design of the proposed development (Stage 4) 

1.3.22 Following the statutory consultation on the proposed development and publication of 
the Preliminary Environmental Information Report in February - March 2015, the 
design review process described in Stage 3 above, continued.  

1.3.23 One of the main changes identified was to move the route back to the north of the 
existing lower voltage overhead lines in Section D, similar to the draft route published 
in May 2014.  This was largely due to feedback from landowners and because 
Natural England was concerned about the possible effects on breeding birds which 
use specially created wader pools underneath the proposed route and the distance 
between the existing line (which will remain in place) and the proposed new 
connection.  Natural England was concerned that birds would be deterred from using 
these pools and that the birds would have less habitat available for foraging for food.  
Also, looking at the work previously completed in relation to this Section of the route, 
the differences between a northern and southern alignment for the various 
environmental receptors in the area, such as effects on views from villages to the 
north of the route and on the setting of Richborough Castle, were considered very 
small.  The design changes across the route as a whole also led to an overall 
reduction in the number of new 400kV pylons from 62 to 60. 

1.3.24 A detailed description of the changes made, including the requested changes that 
could not be put in place and why, is provided in Section 2.4 of the Environmental 
Statement (Volume 5, Document 5.2).   

Route description (new overhead line) 

1.3.25 Pylon location references are indicated by the letters PC and are numbered from 
pylon PC1 in Canterbury to pylon PC60 at Richborough.  

Section A – Stour Valley (Pylons PC1 to PC16) 

1.3.26 Section A covers the area between Canterbury North 400kV/132kV Substation and 
Hoath Road, north of the A28 Island Road/Staines Hill.  The route covered within 
Section A is approximately 5.8km in length and would contain 16 pylons (all of which 
would be standard lattice pylons) see Figure NTS 3. 

1.3.27 From Canterbury North 400kV/132kV Substation the 400kV overhead line would run 
in a north-easterly direction, south of Broad Oak Road and the Canterbury to 
Ramsgate railway, crossing the River Stour twice and Vauxhall Road, before heading 
northwards and running parallel to the east of Lynne Wood Site of Special Scientific 
Interest and ancient woodland, crossing Shalloak Road in the process.  North of 
Lynne Wood the overhead line would cross over the PX route to the west and then 
north of Broad Oak as the route turns to head east.  The overhead line would then 
continue east to the north of Sturry, crossing the A291 Herne Bay Road as well as 
the northern end of Kemberland Wood Local Wildlife Site (LWS) and ancient 
woodland.  From Kemberland Wood the overhead line would continue across 
farmland in an approximate easterly direction and broadly parallel to the 132kV PX 
route crossing Hoath Road south of the junction with Bredlands Lane where this 
Section ends.  
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Figure NTS 3  Section A: Inset showing the proposed development 

 

Section B - Sarre Penn Valley (Pylons PC16 to PC28) 

1.3.28 From Bredlands Lane the overhead line would continue in an approximate north east 
direction, approximately parallel to the A28 Island Road and the 132kV PX route and 
to the north of several areas of woodland including Square Wood (Little Babs Oak 
Wood LWS), Ash Plantation (Broad Wood LWS) and Park Rough (Park Rough/ 
Joiners Wood LWS).  The overhead line would also broadly follow several 
watercourses aligned south west - north east which further east become the 
Nethergong Penn and the Sarre Penn.  In this Section the overhead line would cross 
these watercourses several times.  The overhead line would then cross over Sandpit 
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Hill with Chislet to the north and Upstreet to the south and to the north of Puddleduck 
Wood where this section ends.  

1.3.29 This section of the overhead line would contain 12 pylons (all of which would be 
standard lattice pylons) is approximately 4.3km in length and is illustrated in Figure 
NTS 4.  

Figure NTS 4  Section B: Inset showing the proposed development 

 

Section C Chislet Marshes (Pylons PC29 to PC43) 

1.3.30 At the start of this Section the overhead line would cross over the Sarre Penn heading 
north east across the Chislet Marshes before heading eastwards south of Sarre and 
crossing the Sevenscore Dyke, the 132kV PX route, the A28 Island Road and the 
Canterbury-Ramsgate railway.  The overhead line would then continue broadly 
parallel and to the south of the PX route and the railway and north of the River Stour 
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across the Sarre Marshes crossing the River Wantsum and the road between Gore 
Street and Plucks Gutter.  The overhead line would cross both the 132kV PX and PY 
routes to the south east of Monkton reservoirs just within Section C.  

1.3.31 This section of the overhead line would contain 15 pylons (all of which would be 
standard lattice pylons) is approximately 5.1km in length and is illustrated in Figure 
NTS 5.   

Figure NTS 5  Section C: Inset showing the proposed development 

 

Section D Ash Level (Pylons PC44 to PC60) 

1.3.32 For most of this Section the overhead line would run parallel to the north of the 132kV 
PX and PY routes crossing the Minster Marshes and then the Ash Level south of 
Monkton and Minster.  Midway along this section the overhead line would cross the 
River Stour close to Marsh Farm Sewage Treatment Works.  At the eastern most 
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end of the Section the overhead line would cross the Canterbury-Sandwich railway 
and then the River Stour before entering Richborough 400kV Substation.   

1.3.33 This section of the overhead line would contain 17 pylons, all of which would be low 
height lattice pylons except the first and last pylons (PC44 and 60).  Pylon PC60 
needs to be a standard height lattice pylon to connect to the substation gantries at 
the end of the overhead line.  This section of the overhead line is approximately 
5.4km in length and is illustrated in Figure NTS 6. 

Figure NTS 6  Section D: Inset showing the proposed development 
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Pylon description 

1.3.34 The new overhead line would consist of two circuits (see Figure NTS 7) which run 
along either side of each pylon and would be made up of aluminium alloy conductors 
(the wires), along which electricity would flow and be transmitted around the network.  
At either end of the overhead line the conductors (wires) would be connected to 
equipment (known as a landing gantry) at a lower height allowing the conductors to 
be connected to the substation equipment at either end. 

Figure NTS 7 Example pylon and an image identifying the two different circuits on a 
pylon 

       

 

1.3.35 The conductors would be supported by standard lattice pylons in Sections A to C and 
by low height lattice pylons in Section D.  For the Richborough Connection project 
the average height of the standard lattice pylons is approximately 50.6 metres 
compared with 41.5 metres for the low height lattice pylons. 

Route description (dismantled overhead line) 

1.3.36 Once the new overhead line is in place the PX route would be dismantled and 
removed and therefore forms part of the proposed development.  However, before 
the PX route can be removed the Distribution Network Operator (in this area UK 
Power Networks which owns and operates the local distribution network that brings 
electricity from National Grid’s national transmission network to homes and 
businesses in this area) would need to undertake some additional works (at 
Canterbury South 132kV Substation and between this substation and Canterbury 
North 132kV Substation) to ensure that a 132kV connection is maintained at all times 
until the PX route is ready to be removed.  These additional works do not form part 
of the proposed development.  

1.3.37 The PX route starts adjacent to the Canterbury South 132kV Substation and ends at 
the Richborough 132kV Substation with a total length of 20.6km.  Of the 80 pylons 
along the route, all but PX1 (at Canterbury South Substation) would be removed 
along with the overhead conductor wires.  A small section of the existing PX route, 
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approximately 470m, is underground between pylons PX6 and PX7 north of Broad 
Oak Road.  This underground section of conductor would be left in place as it is inert 
and removing this section would be likely to result in more environmental effects than 
leaving it in place. 

1.4 Construction works for the proposed development 

New overhead line (400kV PC route) 

1.4.1 The new overhead line would be built as follows.  

 Set up construction compounds:  Two contractor's compounds with office 
facilities would be set up close to the works for staff during the working day, as 
well as provide storage bases for equipment and materials for the works.  These 
would be located at Westbere on an area of land north of the A28 Island Road 
and to the east of Redcot Lane and on an area of land at the former Richborough 
power station site.  

 Construct access routes:  These are needed so that equipment and workers can 
reach each pylon's construction site.  This would be done by either creating new 
temporary access routes or improving existing roads and farm tracks. New 
access points would be created from the existing road network so that the largest 
vehicles could access the new access routes safely and security gates installed 
at each access point. The access routes would be stone.  However, there are 
some locations where other types of tracks would be used due to local 
conditions, particularly designated nature conservation sites or boggy and wet 
ground. Where access routes need to cross watercourses, such as streams and 
ditches, temporary culverts (short sections of pipe) or bridges would be put in 
place.   

 Set up a working area around each pylon location: A stone 'pad' would be 
created at each location so that cranes and other heavy equipment needed to 
build the pylons can operate safely on level ground.  The working area would be 
fenced off to exclude livestock and members of the public. 

 Build pylon foundations: There are various methods which may be used to build 
the foundations, most of which involve placing concrete and/or steel work into 
the ground into which the legs of the pylons would be fixed.  

 Assemble the pylons:  The pylon components are delivered to each location and 
assembled in sections which are then fixed to the foundations and bolted 
together using a crane.  Once the pylon is complete the insulators are fixed to 
the end of the cross arms to which the conductors (the wires) would be fixed 
(see the photograph in Figure NTS 8).  
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Figure NTS 8 Pylon erection 

 

 Put up scaffolding to protect roads, railways, public footpaths, hedgerows and 
other infrastructure:  To ensure people and structures are protected from any 
equipment dropped from height during the construction works, scaffolding would 
be put up in advance on either side of the feature to be protected such as a road 
and then netting strung between the two sets of scaffolding to protect people 
and/or the feature below. 

 Divert existing overhead lines: Short sections of lower voltage (11kV and 33kV) 
overhead lines would be placed permanently underground in trenches where 
they are crossed by the new route.  

 Attach the conductors (wires) to the pylons:  This would be done in sections see 
Figure NTS 9.  For each section ropes (known as pilot wires) are laid on the 
ground (including over scaffolding where this has been put in place) and 
threaded through a running wheel on the cross arm at each pylon in the section. 
The new conductor wires are attached to one end of the pilot wire so, as the pilot 
wire is pulled through the section of pylons, it pulls the new conductor wire along 
behind it.  Once it is fully pulled through the conductor is connected to fittings 
and insulators at each pylon by the construction workers and fixed in its final 
resting place.  This operation is repeated for all the conductor wires in the section 
before the process is carried out in the next section on the route.  
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Figure NTS 9  Typical pulling sections with Equipotential Zones 

 

1.4.2 Once the new pylons are built and the conductor wires are in place the new overhead 
line would be ready for testing before it is ready to start transmitting electricity.  On 
completion of the construction works all equipment would be removed along the route 
and where needed soils would be replaced and trees and vegetation re-planted.  
Temporary access routes may also be removed at this stage. However, some would 
remain in place to provide access to the existing PX route overhead line which is to 
be removed following construction of the new overhead line.  All temporary accesses 
would be removed once all of the work is finished.   

1.4.3 Once the new overhead line is working there may be future maintenance works to 
replace parts of the line as needed.  Permanent access routes for the maintenance 
works have been identified and the Development Consent Order would give National 
Grid powers to use these routes, although routine inspections can also be 
undertaken by helicopter. 

Diversion of existing overhead lines (132kV PX and PY routes) 

1.4.4 The new overhead line would need to cross two existing overhead lines.  For 
temporary diversions, where the overhead line being crossed needs to remain in use, 
the existing overhead line would be lowered onto two new lines of wooden poles, 
which would be 10.25m in height, and diverted around the new overhead line.  
Temporary scaffolding would be put in place and a safety net installed between them 
so that the new overhead line can be installed safely overhead.   

1.4.5 For the permanent diversions new 132kV low height lattice pylons would be installed 
at the crossing point and the conductors (wires) lowered firstly onto temporary 
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wooden poles and then onto the new permanent 132kV low height lattice pylons and 
the temporary wooden poles removed.  The new 132kV low height lattice pylons 
would be lower in height than existing 132kV pylons in the area and would be 11.65m 
in height.  

Existing overhead line to be removed (132kV PX route) 

1.4.6 The works to dismantle the existing overhead line are likely to use the same 
construction compound at Westbere and the same temporary access routes, as will 
be used to construct the new overhead line.  Although in some places, additional 
temporary access routes would be needed to access the existing line.  Scaffolding 
would be put up to ensure that people and structures below the line are protected 
while it is being removed.  A working area would also be set up around each pylon.   

1.4.7 The conductors (wires) would be pulled from sections of the overhead line under 
tension.  In some places, where extra care is needed in removing the wires, for 
example where there are buildings under the overhead line, the conductors (wires) 
would be lowered to the ground and cut up (see Figure NTS 10).    

 Figure NTS 10 Lattice pylon dismantling 

 

1.4.8 The legs of the pylon would be cut close to the ground and the pylon pulled to the 
ground using a winch, broken into smaller sections and removed from the site.  In 
some sensitive locations, for example where pylons are close to housing, pylons 
would be removed by crane or broken into sections manually and lowered to the 
ground.  

1.4.9 Foundations would be removed to a depth of 1.5m below ground surface.  The area 
around the foundation would be dug out, any concrete broken up and steelwork cut 
up and/or removed.  The excavation would then be filled with appropriate materials 
and the site restored, for example using planting.  



Richborough Connection Project – Volume 5, Document 5.1 

 

   
Final 18 January 2016 

 

Working days and hours 

1.4.10 Standard practice across National Grid’s overhead line projects is to work a six day 
week (i.e. 12 days on two days off) so only every other weekend is worked.  Due to 
the nature of the work being outside and weather dependent, this allows for flexibility 
and safer programming of the work if there is inclement weather forecast at other 
times in the week.  Typical weather dependant operations such as pylon erection 
with mobile cranes (affected by high winds) or piling, pylon erection or conductor 
installation works (affected by lightning) can then be reprogrammed to other days in 
the week when suitable weather is forecast.  

1.4.11 Also, ecological restrictions that the project has in certain locations, means work can 
only take place at certain times of the year.  A six day working week means the work 
can be completed as per the required programme for the project. 

1.4.12 The required core construction working hours are as follows: 

 Weekdays:  0700-1900; and 

 Saturday, Sundays and Public Holidays: 0800-1700.  

1.4.13 It is also likely that works will be required outside of the above construction hours, 
including limited specific night-time works, for example when daytime works on roads 
are not possible to avoid traffic disruption.   

Timescales to build the Richborough Connection 

1.4.14 It has been assumed that National Grid could be granted development consent in 
spring 2017.  Construction works for the new 400kV route would commence as soon 
as possible afterwards and would likely continue for approximately 18 months.  
Dismantling of the 132kV PX route is likely to take a further 18 months to complete. 

 Table 1.4.1  Outline construction programme (400kV PC route) 

Component Start date Finish date 

Starting up on site and establish 
compounds 

July 2017 July 2017 

Construction and stringing (installing wires) 
of 400kV overhead line  

August 2017 October 2018 

Temporary diversions of PX route  September 2017 November 2018 

Temporary diversion of PY route September 2017 October 2017 

Permanent diversion of PY route September 2017 
and 
June 2018 

October 2017 
 
August 2018 

Commissioning (i.e. bringing into use and 
testing) of 400kV overhead line 

October 2018 October 2018 

Dismantling of 132kV PX overhead line September 2019 June 2021 
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Component Start date Finish date 

Site demobilisation (removing equipment, 
temporary access routes and site 
compounds) (400kV) 

November 2018 December 2019 

Site demobilisation (132kV) May 2021 June 2021 

1.5 The proposed development area 

1.5.1 The area where the proposed development would take place is mostly agricultural 
land, with marsh land towards the eastern end.  The only urban areas are the north 
eastern outskirts of Canterbury at the western end of the route.  At Richborough there 
are several industrial and commercial buildings around the Order limits including 
solar farms, Sewage Treatment Works and a household waste recycling centre.  
Villages along the route, but outside the Order limits, include Broad Oak, Sturry, 
Westbere, Hersden, Hoath, Upstreet, Chislet, Sarre, Monkton and Minster.  

1.5.2 The main roads locally include the A28 which links Canterbury and Margate, the 
A253 which links Ramsgate and the A28 at Sarre and the A256 which links 
Broadstairs and Sandwich.  The Canterbury-Ramsgate railway runs broadly parallel 
to the proposed overhead line.  

1.5.3 The proposed development does not fall within any nationally designated 
landscapes.  At its nearest point the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
lies approximately 4.7km away at Patrixbourne.   

1.5.4 The only environmental features within the Order limits that are protected by statutory 
environmental designations (i.e. are protected by legislation) are West Blean and 
Thornden Woods (known as Lynne Wood) Site of Special Scientific Interest (a 
nationally important wildlife site).  There are also several areas of ancient woodland 
within the Order limits (Shelford/Beecham Woods (this is Lynne Wood), Dengrove 
Wood, Kemberland Wood and Park Rough).  There are also several areas 
designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest within the wider area.   

1.5.5 In the wider area outside the Order limits there are several internationally important 
statutory nature conservation designations:  Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay 
Ramsar and Special Protection Area (SPA) (approximately 0.18km north east of the 
Order limits) Sandwich Bay Special Area of Conservation (SAC) (approximately 
0.18km north east of the Order limits), Stodmarsh Ramsar, SPA and SAC 
(approximately 0.45km south of the Order limits) and Blean Complex SAC 
(approximately 0.54km north of the Order limits), all of which also contain National 
Nature Reserves.    

1.5.6 There are also several scheduled monuments (a monument which has been 
scheduled by legislation to protect it against disturbance or unlicensed metal 
detecting) in the wider area.  These include an Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Sarre, and 
Richborough Castle.  There are also scheduled monuments at Minster and Monkton 
and several within Canterbury city centre.  In addition, Canterbury also contains a 
world heritage site (Canterbury Cathedral, St Augustine's Abbey and St Michaels 
Church).  

1.5.7 There are numerous listed buildings in the area around the Order limits, the closest 
being Rushbourne Manor which is 30m from the Order limits (for a maintenance 
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access route).  Tile Lodge Farmhouse and Chislet Park are 35m and 40m 
respectively from the Order limits, as well as several other listed buildings at a greater 
distance than this.  

1.5.8 Proposed development within the Order limits include (but is not limited to) South 
East Water’s proposals for a new reservoir north of Broad Oak, proposals for new 
housing development and a road west of Sturry, new housing development north of 
Hersden and south of the 132kV PX route and a proposed solar farm development 
at Richborough.   
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2. THE LIKELY SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT 

2.1 Introduction 

2.1.1 The Environmental Statement is supported by a number of Figures (drawings) 
provided in Volume 5, Document 5.3 (5.3.1-5.3.16).  The Reader is directed to these 
Figures as they assist the understanding of the descriptions and assessments 
presented in this Non-Technical Summary.  

2.1.2 The development of measures to avoid, reduce or compensate for any significant 
adverse effects of a project is an intrinsic part of the EIA process and, from the start, 
the route selection process sought to take into account environmental constraints 
and to avoid them as far as possible.   

2.1.3 Potential measures to mitigate effects have been considered during the preparation 
of the Environmental Statement, and, where possible have been incorporated into 
the design of the proposed development.  These measures relate to both the 
construction (including 132kV dismantling) and operational stages. These measures 
are known as embedded environmental measures and a schedule setting out these 
measures is provided in the Environmental Statement (Appendix 5.4.3B in Volume 
5, Document 5.4) and they are also discussed below in Sections 2.2 to 2.12.  

2.1.4 The schedule identifies the mechanism that is proposed to be used to ensure that 
these measures are implemented, for example as a Requirement of the Development 
Consent Order (see Volume 2, Document 2.1), Requirement 5 (of the draft 
Development Consent Order) covers the need to work to an agreed Construction 
Environmental Management Plan which would be accompanied by a Biodiversity 
Mitigation Strategy. 

2.1.5 A Construction Environmental Management Plan is included as part of the 
Environmental Statement (Appendix 3C in Volume 5, Document 5.4.3C) and would 
be secured by the Development Consent Order.  This provides an overview of the 
standard construction management measures that would be implemented as part of 
the proposed development.  It is accompanied by a range of other plans, schemes 
or strategies including: 

 Outline Waste Management Plan; 

 Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy; 

 Archaeological Mitigation Written Scheme of Investigation; 

 Construction Traffic Management Plan; and 

 Public Rights of Way Management Plan. 

2.2 Landscape 

2.2.1 Chapter 6 of the Environmental Statement (Volume 5, Document 5.2) describes 
the assessment of the likely significant effects on the landscape as a result of the 
proposed development. 
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2.2.2 The landscape assessment considers the baseline conditions (i.e. the environmental 
conditions in the absence of the proposed development which may be the existing 
situation or a baseline at some time in the future but prior to the development taking 
place) and potential effects on landscape elements, such as woodland, landscape 
character and landscape designations and assesses the likely changes over time as 
a result of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the proposed 
development for each Section of the route.  

2.2.3 The assessment is based on the Guidance for Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment 3rd Edition (GLVIA3).  The full methodology for the assessment is 
provided at Appendix 6A, within Volume 5, Document 5.4.6A of the Environmental 
Statement. 

2.2.4 This summary should be read in conjunction with Figures 6.1 - 6.4 (within Volume 
5, Document 5.3) as they assist the understanding of the descriptions and 
assessments presented in the text.  

2.2.5 Natural England, Kent County Council, Canterbury City Council, Thanet District 
Council, Dover District Council, and Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
Unit, as well as the local community were consulted between 2013 and 2015 with 
regards to the scope of the landscape assessment and the method adopted. 

2.2.6 Landscape elements in Section A include the River Great Stour, ancient and semi-
natural woodland and hedgerows.  Section B includes ancient and semi-natural 
deciduous woodland, linear ditches and water channels.  Section C comprises a 
variety of habitat types, including a variety of wetland plants, reed-fringed drainage 
ditches and farmland habitats.  Landscape elements in Section D comprise grazing 
marsh, mature hedgerows and unimproved grassland with significantly fewer trees 
and woodland in comparison to Sections A, B and C.  

2.2.7 Landscape Character Areas are illustrated on Figure 6.3a and 6.3b, within Volume 
5, Document 5.3.6, and a full description of the published character assessments 
are provided in Appendix 6B within Volume 5, Document 5.4.6B of the 
Environmental Statement.  A summary is provided in Table 2.2.1. 

Table 2.2.1  Summary of Local Landscape Character Areas 

Section Landscape Character 
Areas 

Description 

Section A: 
Stour Valley  

Stour Valley Slopes 
(Landscape Character 
Area 28) 
Stour Valley (Sturry and 
Fordwich) (Landscape 
Character Area 33) 
Broad Oak Valley 
(Landscape Character 
Area 25) 
Hoath Farmlands 
(Landscape Character 
Area 38) 

Varied landscape with a transition from 
urban to urban fringe; rural settlements of 
Sturry, Fordwich and Broad Oak; through 
to urban fringe and woodland. 
The urban fringe is characterised by out of 
town retail units, car dealerships and petrol 
stations, the Sturry Park and Ride and 
recent housing. 
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Section Landscape Character 
Areas 

Description 

Section B: 
Sarre Penn 
Valley 

Hoath Farmlands 
(Landscape Character 
Area 38); 
Nethergong Sarre Penn 
Inlet (Landscape 
Character Area 4); and 
Stour Valley Slopes: 
Westbere (Landscape 
Character Area 29). 

Landscape open and undulating. 
Fields typically large and medium scale 
fragmented hedgerow and intermittent 
mature trees. 
Original hedgerow belts have been lost 
due to recent agricultural intensification. 
Small isolated woodlands Clangate and 
Buckwell Woods ancient woodlands close 
to Tile Lodge Farm and Hersden. 
Nethergong Sarre Penn Inlet intensive 
agricultural land with drainage channels, 
rush pasture drove roads, hedgerows and 
arable margins. 

Section C: 
Chislet 
Marshes 

Former Wantsum 
Channel 
Former Wantsum North 
Shore 
Chislet Arable Belt 
(Landscape Character 
Area 3) 
Stour Valley Slopes: 
Westbere (Landscape 
Character Area 29) 

Primarily flat, intensive arable farmland, 
which slopes gently down to the adjacent 
marshland and river valley of the River 
Stour. 
Section C includes the point at which the 
132kV overhead line serving Thanet (PY 
route) diverges northwards, just to the east 
of Gore Street. 
The openness of this landscape provides 
wide and long views of the former 
Wantsum Channel area. 

Section D: 
Ash Level  

Former Wantsum 
Channel, 
Former Wantsum North 
Shore 
Ash Level 
Richborough Castle. 

The landscape of Section D is 
characterised by a mix of arable and 
grazing farmland and a large expanse of 
grazing marsh (botanically-rich ditches, 
mature hedgerows and unimproved 
grassland. 
Old drove roads are a feature of the 
marshland landscape, and support typical 
grazing marsh vegetation. 
There is little built development, creating a 
predominantly horizontal landscape with 
little to interrupt the view. 

 

2.2.8 There are areas of land within proximity to the proposed development which are 
subject to a landscape designation.  The potential effects on these areas have been 
considered and are shown with reference to Figures 6.4a and 6.4b within Volume 
5, Document 5.3.6.  The purpose of landscape designations is to conserve and 
enhance the natural beauty of the English landscape:  

 at its nearest point the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty lies 
4.7km away from the proposed development at Patrixbourne; 

 Section A of the route lies partially within Canterbury (the valley of the River 
Stour around Canterbury) Area of High Landscape Value; 
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 Blean Woods Special Landscape Area lies to the immediate north of Section A; 

 Canterbury World Heritage Site, scheduled monuments and associated listed 
buildings (see Section 2.4) lie 5.6km to the south west of the proposed 
development; 

 Section B and Section C include a linear section of the Wantsum Channel Area 
of High Landscape Value; and 

 there are no local landscape designations within Section D. 

2.2.9 National Grid is committed to replacement planting to mitigate the loss of trees and 
hedges as a result of the construction and operation of the proposed development.  
This comprises replacement tree planting and hedgerow replanting following 
construction works to minimise adverse landscape (and visual) effects resulting from 
site-specific development and construction works.  The majority of new planting 
would be at the same location as trees that are removed but, where this is not 
possible (for example, because they are within a pylon footprint) planting would be 
at a suitable location as close as possible to the original trees.  Further detail about 
the way trees and hedgerows are affected by the proposed development are 
provided in the Arboricultural Impact Assessment (Appendix 3I within Volume 5, 
Document 5.4.3I). 

2.2.10 The likely significant effects on landscape character identified in the landscape 
assessment during construction include the following:  

 construction operations would temporarily affect landscape character but have 
a very localised influence on landscape character (i.e. they do not influence an 
entire landscape character area on account of its size); 

 Broad Oak Valley: Construction activities would degrade the integrity of some 
characteristic features in a landscape vulnerable to change; 

 Chislet Arable Belt: There would be a high concentration of construction 
activities, construction access routes and construction working areas; 

 Hoath Farmlands and Nethergong Sarre Penn Inlet: Construction activities 
would contrast with the landscape character and cause a noticeable change in 
the landscape; and 

 Former Wantsum Channel: There would be a partial alteration to characteristics 
of this Landscape Character Area.  

2.2.11 The likely significant effects on landscape character identified in the landscape 
assessment during operation include the following:  

 the proposed development would introduce a new overhead line into the Broad 
Oak Valley Landscape Character Area; 

 the proposed development would introduce a new overhead line to a part of the 
Chislet Arable Belt and Former Wantsum Channel Landscape Character Areas 
not currently influenced by overhead lines; and 

 there would be a partial alteration to the existing setting and character of Sturry 
conservation area, Chislet conservation area, Hoath conservation area, Sarre 
conservation area, Tile Lodge conservation area, and the Wantsum Channel 
Area of High Landscape Value.  
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2.2.12 During construction, operation and the lifetime of the proposed development no 
significant adverse effects are predicted on landscape elements through Sections A-
D.  However, there would be: 

 direct effects on the arable margins, short sections of hedgerow along field 
boundaries and marshland where these would be lost to pylon footprints; 

 localised disruption to the field and drainage ditches due to the proposed 
dismantling of the 132kV overhead line, where access routes cross some open 
fields and drainage ditches; and 

 removal of small sections of hedgerows and some hedgerow trees. 

2.2.13 No significant adverse effects are predicted for the ancient woodland which the 
overhead line would oversail as: 

 Lynne Wood and Kemberland Wood would be coppiced and thereby lowered in 
height to allow for statutory clearances; 

 there would be no direct loss of ancient woodland as a result of these 
construction methods;  

 there would be no disturbance to the ground flora or topsoil beneath the 
woodland; and  

 the landscape and ecological function of the woodland would remain. 

2.2.14 No significant adverse effects are predicted on the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty as: 

 effects on landscape character would be local to the works rather than 
experienced more widely; 

 construction activities would be most noticeable on the landscape immediately 
adjacent the working area and would temporarily affect only small parts of the 
landscape at any one time; and 

 the landscape character of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty would not be 
adversely affected by the proposed construction works due to distance, and the 
influence of intervening landform and built development. 

2.2.15 No significant adverse effects are predicted on the Canterbury World Heritage Site 
as the character and setting would not be significantly affected due to the distances 
involved; construction activities associated with the 400kV overhead line would be 
barely perceivable.   

2.2.16 All other effects, including long-term operational effects on the landscape are not 
likely to be significant. 

2.3 Visual 

2.3.1 Chapter 7 of the Environmental Statement (Volume 5, Document 5.2) describes 
the assessment of the likely significant effects of the proposed development on views 
and on the general visual amenity experienced by people.  The visual assessment 
considers how the surrounding of individuals or groups of people may be specifically 
affected by changes in the content and character of views as a result of the change 
or loss of existing features of the landscape or the introduction of new features.   
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2.3.2 The visual assessment describes the existing views and the potential effects on 
views arising from the construction works, including the removal of the existing 132kV 
overhead line (the PX route) and the operation of the proposed 400kV overhead line 
within each Section of the route.  

2.3.3 The assessment is based on the Guidance for Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment 3rd Edition.  The full methodology for the assessment is provided at 
Appendix 7A, within Volume 5, Document 5.4.7A of the Environmental Statement. 

2.3.4 This summary should be read in conjunction with Figures 7.1 – 7.15 (within Volume 
5, Document 5.3.7) as they assist the understanding of the descriptions and 
assessments presented in the text.  

2.3.5 Formal consultation has been carried out with Natural England, Kent County Council, 
Canterbury City Council, Thanet District Council, Dover District Council, and the Kent 
Downs AONB Unit as well as the local community between 2013 and 2015 with 
regards to the scope of the visual assessment and the method adopted. 

2.3.6 Visual receptors include public viewpoints, such as public rights of way, recreation 
and sports facilities, community buildings, transport routes and places where people 
work.  Private viewpoints, such as from residential properties, have also been 
considered.  All visual receptors within 1km of the proposed development have been 
considered, together with representative views within 1-3km of the proposed 
development and valued views beyond 3km.  These are shown on Figures 7.4, 7.5 
and 7.6 within Volume 5, Document 5.3.7.   

2.3.7 Existing views are strongly influenced by local topography, natural features such as 
woodland and trees, and by settlements and buildings; all factors which have 
influenced the routeing of the proposed development.  Views within each Section are 
as follows:  

 within Section A views are of the floodplain of the River Great Stour and the 
urban edge of Canterbury, the northern slopes of the Stour Valley and the more 
enclosed landscape of the Broad Oak Valley.  Woodland is a prominent 
component of Section A which provides a background in some views and which 
reduces others; 

 within Section B views are of landform and vegetation within the Nethergong 
Penn and Sarre Penn valleys, settlements at Hersden and Upstreet and the 
smaller villages of Chislet and Hoath.  There are woodland blocks and 
hedgerows along lanes and arable fields which filter and in some cases screen 
views; 

 Section C comprises the open and flat landscape of the Chislet Marshes and 
there are long views across the low lying marshes with limited tree and shrub 
cover to intercept views; and 

 views within Section D are even more expansive across the flat landscape of the 
Ash Level and the floodplain of the River Stour with fewer buildings and trees.  
At the very eastern end of Section D views include the wind turbine and 
communications mast and the commercial and industrial structures at 
Richborough. 

2.3.8 During construction there would be temporary changes to views due to the presence 
of construction activities and access routes and the removal of some trees and short 
sections of hedgerow to allow the work to take place.  Construction of pylons would 
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require cranes and the activities occurring at height would be visible from a greater 
distance than those occurring at ground level. 

2.3.9 The proposed 400kV overhead line would replace an existing 132kV overhead line 
(the PX route) present in the landscape.  Although the pylons would be taller there 
will be fewer of them because the distance between 400kV pylons can be greater 
than the distance between 132kV pylons.   

2.3.10 In Section A there are existing pylons in many views and the proposed 400kV pylons 
will be seen in the same views, crossing the high ground to the north east of 
Canterbury, in the vicinity of the Shelford landfill site and to the west of Broad Oak.  
Lattice pylons are proposed and these would be similar in appearance to the existing 
pylons.  There would be significant adverse visual effects for a number of residents 
in Broad Oak and from some public rights of way in the Broad Oak Valley where 
400kV pylons are closer in the view than existing pylons, or where pylons are 
introduced into the view when there were previously none. 

 Figure NTS 11 Photograph taken from within the Stour Valley looking north west 
towards Broad Oak 

 

 

2.3.11 There would be beneficial visual effects for some residents in Hales Place on the 
north-eastern outskirts of Canterbury because the 132kV overhead line would have 
been dismantled and will no longer be in the view.  The proposed 400kV overhead 
line would be barely visible from Hales Place. 

2.3.12 In Section B the proposed 400kV overhead line follows a broadly similar alignment 
to the north of the 132kV overhead line that is being removed.  The proposed pylons 
would be taller than those being removed and there would be significant adverse 
visual effects for a small number of residents and from some public rights of way 
where the 400kV pylons are closer in the view. 
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 Figure NTS 12 Photograph taken from within the Sarre Penn Valley looking west 

 

 

2.3.13 In Section C there are fewer residential properties as compared to Sections A and B.  
Public viewpoints are from public rights of way and roads.  The proposed 400kV 
overhead line crosses the Chislet marshes and to the south of Sarre on a similar 
alignment to the existing 132kV overhead line which will be removed.  The taller 
pylons would be visible over a greater distance but the overall change to most views 
would not be substantial.  There would be significant visual effects on views from 
public rights of way along the Sarre Penn and from a small number of residential 
properties on the southern edge of Sarre where the 400kV pylons would be nearer 
in the view. 

Figure NTS 13 Photograph taken from the Saxon Shore Way (long distance footpath) 
looking east over the Chislet Marshes 

 

 

2.3.14 In Section D the proposed 400kV overhead line runs parallel, and to the north of the 
existing and retained 132kV overhead line (the PY route).  The pylons proposed in 
this section are low height lattice pylons and would be similar in height to the 132kV 
pylons.  They would be visible over a shorter distance and this is beneficial in this 
section because the majority of visual receptors are over 1km away.  The 132kV PX 
pylons would be removed from the landscape.  There would be significant visual 
effects on views from the Saxon Shore Way because some short sections of this 
public right of way pass close to the proposed 400kV pylons.  There are no other 
visual receptors which would experience significant changes to their view. 
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 Figure NTS 14 Photograph taken adjacent the River Stour, close to Marsh Farm Water 
Treatment Works, looking east across the Ash Level 

 

 

2.3.15 There would be no adverse long term significant effects predicted from views within 
the North Downs AONB.  The proposed overhead line would be barely perceptible 
from within the AONB due to the distance; and the influence of intervening landform, 
built form and vegetation. 

2.4 Historic environment 

2.4.1 Chapter 8 of the Environmental Statement (Volume 5, Document 5.2) describes 
the assessment of effects on the historic environment. The historic environment 
comprises protected buildings and structures such as listed buildings (buildings 
protected by law which may not be demolished, extended, or altered without special 
permission from the local planning authority), scheduled monuments (a monument 
which has been scheduled by legislation to protect it against disturbance or 
unlicensed metal detecting) and conservation areas (areas protected by law against 
undesirable changes because of their architectural or historical interest or 
importance) as well as known and unknown archaeology (archaeological remains 
within the ground).  Historic landscape character is also considered.  This involves 
looking at how humans have changed the landscape over time and identifying 
features that relate to past landscapes and how humans used past landscapes. All 
of these features are referred to as heritage assets.  

2.4.2 The assessment of likely significant effects on the historic environment involved the 
analysis of records about listed buildings, scheduled monuments and known 
archaeology, historic mapping, aerial photography and the results of a site visit. The 
requirements of national and local planning policy, professional guidance and 
responses from consultation with various organisations were taken into account in 
the assessment.  

2.4.3 The purpose of the analysis was to identify all heritage assets present in proximity to 
the proposed overhead line and the infrastructure associated with the proposed 
development and to define the potential for effects on those heritage assets as a 
result of the proposed development. 

2.4.4 Likely significant effects identified in the course of the assessment are:  

 disturbance of archaeological remains during construction works which disturb 
the ground;  

 changes to the setting of listed buildings, scheduled monuments and other 
historic buildings projected by the law, particularly the Canterbury World Heritage 
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Site and Richborough Castle, as a result of the presence of the proposed 
overhead line; and 

 changes to historic landscape character.  

2.4.5 A plan (under Requirement 5 of the draft Development Consent Order) to investigate 
and record archaeology, agreed between National Grid and the Kent County Council 
Historic Environment Team, will form part of the proposed development as an 
environmental measure.  Archaeological remains within construction areas (where 
the ground will be disturbed) will be identified and recorded and will provide effective 
mitigation for any disturbance of archaeological remains.  Consequently, no 
significant adverse direct effects are anticipated. 

2.4.6 The proposed development would be visible in close views from Tile Lodge 
farmhouse and its garden (a Grade II listed building), and would be prominently 
visible in views of the farmhouse in views from Hoath Road.  This would affect the 
setting of the farmhouse and its architectural and historic interest resulting in a 
significant adverse effect. This effect would be reduced slightly by new planting to 
strengthen the existing hedgerows to the south of Tile Lodge which has been 
incorporated into the proposed development as an embedded environmental 
measure.  

2.4.7 A number of heritage assets protected by law would be subject to minor harm as a 
result of a visible change to their setting from the presence of the proposed 
development, although these effects would not be significant.  These are: 

 Sturry conservation area; 

 Tile Lodge conservation area and the Oast at Tile Lodge Farm (Grade II listed 
building); 

 Chislet conservation area; 

 Monkton Court (Grade II listed building); and 

 Parsonage Oasts (Grade II listed building), Monkton. 

 Sarre Mill (Grade II listed building) and Sarre Anglo-Saxon cemetery (Scheduled 
Monument) would be subject to minor harm during the construction phase, when 
both the proposed 400kV and the existing 132kV PX routes would be visible, 
although this effect would be reduced to no harm following dismantling of the 
132kV PX route. 

2.4.8 No harm is anticipated to the significance of other designated heritage assets. In 
particular, views of the proposed development from the Canterbury World Heritage 
Site would be limited and it would not be visible in key views of the World Heritage 
Site or any associated heritage assets.  The proposed development would be visible 
in views from Richborough Castle, but only in distant views in which existing 
overhead lines and industrial development are already more prominently visible.  

2.4.9 Change to the historic landscape character of the area in which the proposed 
development is located would be greatest during construction, and reduce discernibly 
once temporary construction accesses were removed and would not be significant.  
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2.5 Biodiversity 

2.5.1 Chapter 9 of the Environmental Statement (Volume 5, Document 5.2) describes 
the assessment of effects on biodiversity.  The assessment has considered all 
designated wildlife sites, and protected or legally controlled habitats and plant and 
animal species within the area that the proposed development could affect both 
directly and indirectly (known as the 'Zone of Influence'). These features are known 
as biodiversity receptors. Those receptors within the Order limits that are of such 
value that the effects on them from the proposed development could be significant 
have been identified and a more detailed assessment completed.   

2.5.2 The biodiversity assessment methodology was based on the ecological impact 
assessment guidance produced by the Chartered Institute of Ecology and 
Environmental Management.  The assessment was undertaken with the use of data 
and information gathered from a variety of sources in line with the guidance. This 
included data from Kent and Medway biological record centre, technical surveys and 
meetings with interested organisations.  The laws protecting wildlife and planning 
policy have also been considered.  The Local Authorities, Natural England, Kent 
Wildlife Trust, Environment Agency/Internal Drainage Board, Marine Management 
Organisation, and Barn Owl Conservation Network have all been consulted in 
relation to the biodiversity assessment. Feedback from the public and other 
interested groups and parties has also been taken into account in the assessment.  

2.5.3 Surveys to inform the assessment started in 2012 for birds and 2014 for all other 
biodiversity receptors, continuing through to 2015.  Limited surveys for bat activity 
will continue into spring 2016.   

2.5.4 Through the preparation of the Environmental Statement, all the consulted parties 
provided feedback on the scope of the assessment and the effects on birds, as the 
proposed development is in close proximity to three international wildlife sites all of 
which have been given legal protection because of the bird species that use these 
sites (Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay Special Protection Area (SPA), Swale SPA 
and Stodmarsh SPA).  

2.5.5 The potential effects on the bird species (for which the international wildlife sites have 
been given legal protection) from the proposed development included impacts on the 
connections between the international wildlife sites and bird flight corridors within the 
wider area, possible collision with the conductor wires between the pylons and birds 
being unable to access their winter feeding grounds because of construction 
disturbance to these areas in the short term and, in the longer term, exclusion from 
areas as they will be immediately next to the overhead line. 

2.5.6 Effects on other protected nature conservation sites (in addition to those above) 
including effects on Stodmarsh Special area of Conservation (an internationally 
important wildlife site) and Site of Special Scientific Interest from indirect pollution 
effects, West Blean and Thornden Woods SSSI, Local Wildlife Sites (LWSs) and 
ancient woodlands (Kemberland Wood, Lynne Wood, Beecham Wood, Den Grove 
Wood) from both construction and dismantling works were considered and mitigation 
plans for these sites were developed where required. 

2.5.7 Effects on protected species have been minimised where possible.  Where 
applicable, mitigation plans have been developed in conjunction with Natural 
England's Wildlife Licensing Unit.  
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2.5.8 A detailed schedule of embedded environmental measures has been developed and 
incorporated into the Richborough Connection project design.  These measures 
include both overriding generic measures, which will be applied to the whole of the 
proposed development, and specific measures for each working area and species.  
These are fully detailed within the Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy (Appendix 3E 
within Volume 5, Document 5.4.3E) which accompanies the Construction 
Environmental Management Plan.  Key measures, or principles to be employed to 
eliminate or minimise significant effects on biodiversity receptors include, but are not 
limited to:  

 surveys to check whether protected species are present prior to construction 
work starting (where appropriate potential for protected species to be present 
exists); 

 obtaining special licences (known as European Protected Species derogation 
licences) for great crested newts, dormice and bats so that construction works 
can take place;  

 installing special diverters (see Figure NTS 15) on the earth wire (which is the 
top wire in most overhead line configurations) between the pylons in potentially 
sensitive areas to minimise the potential for birds to collide with the wires.  As 
set out in Requirement 11 of the draft Development Consent Order this includes: 

̶ Monkton (Section C) between pylons PC 41 to PC 43; and 

̶ Ash Level (Section D) between pylons PC 51 to PC 60. 

Figure NTS 15  Example of a bird diverter 

 

 installing screens around active construction working areas to minimise 
disturbance to certain species of breeding birds (known as Schedule 1 birds); 
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 installing reptile fencing (to prevent reptiles moving into areas of construction 
works) and some limited movement (known as translocation) within the site of 
reptiles so that they are removed from construction work areas; 

 timing the construction works so that the particularly disturbing, noisy or invasive 
construction work is avoided in sensitive periods (for example in nesting season 
for when Schedule 1 birds are breeding and key winter periods when waders are 
overwintering); 

 removing vegetation in phases in areas that are particularly sensitive for 
protected species (for example in the initial stages of when a species will be 
displaced by the works) so that the effected species can become used to the 
changes taking place as part of construction; 

 using methods to construct the pylon foundations that minimise noise to avoid 
disturbing wildlife and removing trees, including those that contain bat roosts, 
gradually branch by branch rather than in one go so that badger, Schedule 1 
birds and bats can become used to the changes taking place as part of 
construction; and 

 managing and maintaining vegetation kept as part of the proposed development 
so that species can still access the areas or sites they need to access and 
improving existing vegetation such as hedgerows through temporary measures, 
replacing poor or lost vegetation, and/or management of vegetation. 

2.5.9 With the adoption of the embedded environmental measures, it is assessed that no 
significant effects nor breaches of legislation would occur as a result of the proposed 
development on any designated sites or their qualifying species, protected or legally 
controlled species.   

2.5.10 As there are a number of important wildlife sites in close proximity to the Order limits, 
including eleven internationally important sites within 10km, a further type of 
assessment has been undertaken in relation to specific legislation (known as the 
Habitat Regulations).  A screening exercise was completed for each internationally 
important site.  This exercise concluded from baseline information and consultation 
responses received that there were no likely significant effects on these sites, either 
alone or in combination with other plans or projects for new development and 
therefore no further assessment was required for the Habitat Regulations 
Assessment.  This is reported in the No Significant Effects Report within Volume 5, 
Document 5.5. 

2.6 Traffic and transport 

2.6.1 Chapter 10 of the Environmental Statement (Volume 5, Document 5.2) provides an 
assessment of the traffic and transport related effects of the proposed development, 
together with environmental measures to reduce, avoid or compensate effects.  

2.6.2 The assessment of effects on traffic and transport is supported by a Transport 
Assessment (see Appendix 10A, Volume 5, Document 5.4.10A) which identifies 
how the proposed development could affect the way in which roads and transport 
systems function, potential interventions required where constraints are identified 
and provides recommendations on environmental (mitigation) measures.   
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2.6.3 In addition, a Construction Traffic Management Plan has been prepared (see 
Appendix 3G, Volume 5, Document 5.4.3G).  The Construction Traffic 
Management Plan is a live document and has been prepared to ensure that the 
management and mitigation measures contained within this document minimise the 
impact on existing users of the public highway network. 

2.6.4 The primary traffic and transportation effects associated with the proposed 
development would be as a direct result of an increase in traffic flows on surrounding 
roads used by construction vehicles.  The increases in traffic flows would be 
associated with the installation of access points and roads (including access route 
construction), pylon foundations, pylon assembly and erection, 132kV pylon 
removals, cable installations, access reinstatement, access route removal and 
construction employee vehicle movements. 

2.6.5 National Grid estimated the volume of traffic that would be generated by construction 
activities throughout the programme of works. The potentially significant 
environmental effects of severance (people’s ability to cross roads), driver delay, 
pedestrian delay, pedestrian amenity, fear and intimidation and accidents and safety 
have been considered by comparing the traffic generated by the proposed 
development with existing traffic flows on the local road network taking into account 
both the average and peak weekly construction traffic flows that will result from the 
proposed development.   

2.6.6 The effects on driver and passenger delay were assessed using the increase in 
average and peak weekly two-way Heavy Goods Vehicle movements for the 
proposed development against baseline flows.  Under peak construction conditions, 
it was found that additional Heavy Goods Vehicles on  Vauxhall Road, A253 
Ramsgate Road and A28 Island Road would have moderate adverse effects and 
Broad Oak Road, Shalloak Road, Hoath Road, Herne Bay Road, Bredlands Lane, 
Sandpit Lane/Nethergong Hill and Gore Street would have major adverse effects.  
The effects on these roads would be significant.  All other roads would experience 
negligible delays and would therefore have no significant effects on drivers or 
pedestrians. 

2.6.7 Although the assessment criteria indicate that drivers using roads with moderate and 
major adverse effects could experience significant effects, the actual increase in 
construction traffic flows will be very low and congestion is unlikely to occur.  In 
addition any temporary road closures would be very short or take place overnight. 
Using professional judgement, the significance level for driver delay would therefore 
be minor adverse and not significant.   

2.6.8 The potential changes in the volume, composition (type of vehicles) and speed of 
traffic under peak construction conditions are unlikely to affect people’s ability to 
cross the roads used by construction traffic.  Where roads and footways are to be 
closed, this would be for a short duration (less than four weeks) or managed by traffic 
marshals, or at night when the number of pedestrians would be low.  Therefore, the 
effect on pedestrians would be minor adverse and not significant. 

2.6.9 The percentage increase in Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) is high on some roads 
with the potential for major effects on fear and intimidation and pedestrian amenity 
at Broad Oak Road, Shalloak Road, Hoath Road, Herne Bay Road, Bredlands Lane, 
Sandpit Lane/Nethergong Hill and Gore Street.  However, this should be judged with 
the actual increase in weekly and daily traffic flow of HGVs and total traffic against 
baseline flows, highway conditions and usage by vulnerable road users. Where 
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existing baseline flows are low, the addition of a small number of construction 
vehicles would in reality be less significant than suggested within the assessment, 
as the criteria is based on the percentage increase rather than the volume of traffic 
flows. Using professional judgement, the increase is likely to be moderate adverse 
on these roads and significant. 

2.6.10 The pedestrian surveys indicate that the number of pedestrians using the public 
rights of way is very low.  Some temporary short-term closures would be required 
during the construction period, however, environmental measures are proposed in 
the form of diversion routes for pedestrians and management of short-term closures. 
Given the low level of usage and the short length of diversion routes the effects on 
those using these public rights of way would be negligible to minor during the 
temporary closures and not significant. 

2.6.11 Local bus services will be affected by temporary road closures and speed limit 
restrictions in the same way as general traffic, however the effects are deemed to be 
minor adverse and therefore not significant.   

2.6.12 The accident data has shown that the current risk of accidents is low.  With safety 
measures embedded in to the design this unlikely to change whilst the proposed 
development is being built.  The effects on road safety are therefore assessed as 
negligible and therefore not significant. 

2.6.13 Embedded environmental measures will be implemented within the design in 
accordance with the Construction Traffic Management Plan and Construction 
Environmental Management Plan.  The measures within these documents include 
the following:   

 management of construction traffic, particularly HGVs, to and from the site.  This 
includes a planned and specific route which construction traffic will have to use 
to travel to and from the site to avoid unnecessary conflict with sensitive areas, 
and timing arrivals, departures and working hours to reduce impacts on those 
using the highway network, for example by avoiding peak traffic hours;   

 temporary traffic management will be provided during the construction of 
entrances/exits to the access routes (known as bellmouths) and during road 
closures to ensure safe movements of all road users; 

 temporary traffic management will be provided on the approaches to bellmouths 
on the highway network.  This will include signs to warn people about large 
vehicles and site accesses, reductions in speed limit on approach to bellmouths 
and temporary traffic signals (i.e. traffic lights) to ensure safe passage of large 
vehicles where the carriageway is restricted. Traffic marshals will guide 
construction traffic at the site access points; 

 parking restrictions may be put in place where the carriageway width is restricted 
to allow the safe passage of HGVs; 

 a Driver's pack will be prepared to ensure all construction workers travelling to 
site are aware of reduced speed limits, routes to bellmouths and behaviour when 
approaching vulnerable road users on the public highway network; 

 signs with information about dates and hours of working will be put in place at all 
locations where a public right of way crosses the proposed development. Traffic 
marshals will also be present at those crossing points where and when 
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construction works affect a public right of way.  Where a public right of way needs 
to be closed for a longer period of time, a temporary diversion will be put in place; 
and   

 temporary relocation of bus stops located near to access routes and bellmouths. 

2.6.14 Once the construction works are finished the volume of traffic that will be used for 
routine maintenance works will be very low so no detailed assessment of these traffic 
flows was needed, as no significant effects are likely.  

2.7 Noise and vibration 

2.7.1 Chapter 11 of the Environmental Statement (Volume 5, Document 5.2) describes 
the assessment of potential noise and vibration effects as a result of the proposed 
development, together with embedded environmental measures to reduce or avoid 
effects. 

2.7.2 There would be different noise effects arising from construction of the proposed 
development and from its operation.  Construction noise is assessed differently from 
operational noise because it is an inevitable by-product of the required works and 
construction activities are temporary.  The effects of construction are considered first 
in this section followed by effects of operation. 

Construction noise 

2.7.3 National Grid has undertaken noise monitoring (at locations and times agreed with 
the relevant local authorities) for use in the assessment.  The results showed that 
background noise levels were quiet and therefore the assessment needed be based 
on the most stringent criteria set out in the relevant guidance (Category A as set out 
in British Standard 5228 - Part 1 (Noise) and Part 2 (Vibration)). 

2.7.4 The construction of the 400kV overhead line will involve construction of access 
routes, bellmouths, culverts/temporary bridges and the overhead transmission line.  
This requires construction of pylon bases, erecting pylons and stringing of the 
overhead conductor wires. 

2.7.5 Construction noise limits have been set based on the assessment guidance in 
BS5228.  The limits have been used to identify whether measures are needed to 
reduce construction noise in order to avoid effects on sensitive receptors, such as 
people living in close proximity to the construction activities.  A noise limit of 70 
decibels (the unit used to measure noise) has been set for standard daytime working 
hours.  The noise assessment has shown that any receptors beyond 60 metres from 
the construction activities would not experience noise levels louder than 70 decibels.  
A more stringent noise limit of 60 decibels has been set for weekends (Saturday 
1300-1700 and Sunday 0800-1700).  The assessment shows that any receptors 
within 170m of any construction works would experience noise levels greater than 
60 decibels.   

2.7.6 Embedded environmental measures such as providing acoustic screening or fencing 
would be implemented where receptors (such as people’s homes) are closer than 60 
metres to construction works, or 170 metres for weekend works, to ensure that the 
daytime noise limit is not exceeded. 

2.7.7 The following noise control measures will be implemented as part of a Noise and 
Vibration Management Plan and would ensure that any sensitive receptors within 
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300m of the construction activities would not experience noise levels above the limits 
set: 

 working hours restricted to daytime hours as far as possible.  Some minor traffic 
management, security patrols and scaffolding works may need to take place at 
night; 

 selection of quieter plant to comply with EU Directives and less intrusive methods 
of working; 

 use of acoustic screens and enclosures, in particular at pylons along the 132kV 
PX route which are very close to housing and around the construction compound 
at Westbere; 

 site hoarding with acoustic properties to be provided at the Westbere compound; 

 proper maintenance of all plant and equipment; 

 adoption of  Best Practicable Means to mitigate and manage construction noise 
effects; and 

 maintaining access routes to prevent tyre generated noise and vibration. 

2.7.8 None of the predicted construction noise levels exceed the temporary re-housing 
trigger level outlined in the guidance (BS5228) and therefore there would be no 
requirement to provide alternative accommodation to local residents during the 
construction of the proposed development.   

2.7.9 Residential receptors within 60m to 170m of construction and dismantling works are 
likely to experience noise levels above threshold limits for daytime and weekends 
respectively but the assessment has shown that with embedded environmental 
measures in place the effects would not be significant. 

2.7.10 The predicted noise levels for construction traffic on access routes indicate that traffic 
noise levels would be below the 70 decibel daytime weekday noise limit at all 
locations.  Only at one location, 9A Shalloak Road, would the traffic noise levels 
exceed the weekend noise limit of 60 decibels due to the close proximity of the 
receptor to the access route.   

2.7.11 Most construction activities are not significant sources of ground-borne vibration. 
Activities such as earth-moving, crane activities and concreting would produce 
relatively low levels of ground borne vibration.  Piling activities could produce 
perceptible levels of vibration, depending on the method used.  Piling would only be 
required for the construction of the new 400kV overhead line not the dismantling of 
the 132kV PX route.  Due to the careful siting of the new overhead line, proposed 
new pylon locations are generally located away from residential receptors, with the 
closest, Shalloak Road approximately 85m from the nearest proposed pylon.  Based 
on the information outlined in the guidance (BS 5228-2) on typical levels of vibration 
associated with piling and the separation distance to receptors, the significance of 
effect is minor adverse or negligible and therefore not significant.  

2.7.12 The dismantling of the 132kV PX route will involve works close to residential 
receptors particularly in Canterbury.  The works will involve use of breakers and steel 
cutters which have the potential to generate high noise levels.  Residential receptors 
within close proximity of the dismantling of the 132kV PX route (Ulcombe Gardens, 
Headcorn Drive, Bricknor Close and Bluebell Woods) are likely to experience high 
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short term noise levels.  Embedded environmental measures in the form of acoustic 
screening and restricting work hours at these locations to daytime hours (weekday 
0800 to 1800 and Saturday 0800 to 1300) would reduce noise levels to acceptable 
levels. 

Operational noise 

2.7.13 Operational 400kV overhead lines can produce audible noise under certain 
conditions.  The highest noise levels from a 400kV overhead line generally occur 
during and soon after periods of rainfall.  Fog may also give rise to increased noise, 
although typically lower than noise during rain.  Noise generated by the overhead 
line in rain and fog is referred to as 'wet noise'. 

2.7.14 After a prolonged spell of dry weather, without heavy rain to wash the conductors 
(the wires), contamination may build up on the surface of the conductors and this 
may also result in increased noise.  Under these circumstances, the noise is referred 
to as 'dry noise'. 

2.7.15 Noise monitoring was undertaken in the vicinity of the proposed development to 
determine baseline noise levels, against which the noise from the overhead line has 
been assessed.  The baseline noise levels were determined during night time periods 
when background noise levels are at their lowest, leading to a robust worst-case 
assessment. 

2.7.16 Detailed assessments have been made of the impact of dry and wet overhead line 
noise. The results indicate that noise from the overhead line would have a low, 
negligible or no effect at the majority of receptors. 

2.7.17 During wet weather conditions, which are predicted to occur for less than 5% of the 
year, there would be a medium magnitude of effect at six properties namely; 4 & 6 
Broad Oak Road (Balmally Villas), 10 Shalloak Road, 3 Shalloak Road, the caravan 
at Kemberland Farm to the north of the proposed 400kV route and Tile Lodge Farm 
House. Operational noise effects are not however predicted to be significant. 

2.7.18 The operational noise assessment is based on the magnitude of effect during night 
time periods when background noise levels are expected to be at their lowest level.  
During daytime periods, due to increased background noise levels, the overall 
magnitude of effect would be reduced at all locations. 

2.7.19 The proposed 400kV overhead line is in the vicinity of or crosses a number of areas 
used primarily for leisure activities, such as public rights of way and a camp site, as 
well as several sites designated for nature conservation.  The exercise of 
professional judgement led to a conclusion that the effect of the operation of the 
overhead line on these types of receptors is not likely to be significant. 

2.8 Air quality 

2.8.1 Chapter 12 of the Environmental Statement (Volume 5, Document 5.2) describes 
the assessment of potential air quality effects as a result of the proposed 
development, together with embedded environmental measures to reduce or avoid 
effects. 

2.8.2 Following a review of the proposed development, all air quality effects were scoped 
out of the assessment following the screening of vehicle numbers, the completion of 
a dust risk assessment and the incorporation of appropriate environmental measures 
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into the design of the proposed development in accordance with best practice 
guidance.   

2.8.3 The proposed development does not lie within an Air Quality Management Area.  
Background air quality concentrations are well below their respective air quality 
objectives. 

2.8.4 Whilst there is uncertainty regarding future baseline air quality concentrations, it is 
anticipated that concentrations in the area around the proposed development will 
remain below the respective air quality objectives due to the current air quality 
concentrations being well below the objectives. 

2.8.5 During the construction phase, there is the potential for effects on air quality as a 
result of construction vehicle emissions.  However, following review of the predicted 
construction movements, it has been assessed that the worst case two way 
movements would be below criteria stipulated in best practice guidance, therefore 
further assessment was not required and air quality effects as a result of construction 
vehicle emissions are not considered significant. 

2.8.6 Construction activities, such as site preparation and site excavation have the 
potential to generate dust emissions, which have the potential to affect people and 
ecological sites within the air quality study area.  However, adherence to the 
measures outlined within the Construction Environmental Management Plan would 
ensure there would be no significant air quality effects as a result of construction 
works. 

2.8.7 Once constructed, operational traffic will consist of infrequent inspections in light 
vehicles, therefore vehicle numbers would be below criteria stipulated in best practice 
guidance.  Further assessment has therefore not been required, and effects as a 
result of operational vehicle emissions are not considered significant. 

2.9 Water environment 

2.9.1 Chapter 13 of the Environmental Statement (Volume 5, Document 5.2) describes 
the assessment of potential effects of the proposed development on the water 
environment, including the aquatic environment, water resources, and flood risk.  
This includes any effects of the proposed development both within the Order limits 
and in the surrounding area where appropriate.   

2.9.2 The route for the new overhead line crosses the River Great Stour/Stour, the Sarre 
Penn/Nethergong, and the extensive network of drainage ditches found in the Chislet 
and Minster Marshes and Ash Level (which form part of the River Stour (Kent) 
Internal Drainage Board district).  These rivers, streams and ditches could be 
affected, particularly during the construction phase.  Changes in flow or water level, 
water quality, the form of the channel and/or the volume of sediment in the water 
could in turn affect the aquatic environment dependent on these water bodies, the 
water resources that are drawn from them, and the risk of flooding posed to people, 
property and infrastructure, on-site and elsewhere.   

2.9.3 Potential effects on the water environment could include the following.  

 Changes in water quality from high volumes of sediment (sediment-laden run-
off) from areas where the ground has been disturbed during construction works 
entering nearby watercourses or the accidental release of pollutants, for example 
from spillages, as a result of construction works.   
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 Changes in flow regime, or inputs of sediments-laden water arising from site 
drainage/excavation dewatering works (the pumping of groundwater out of 
excavations to ensure dry working is possible) and/or works in or near 
watercourses (e.g. installation of bridges or culverts). 

 Changes to the flow in watercourses as a result of the watercourse crossings. 

 Increases in run-off rates and volumes (the speed and volume of rainfall that 
'runs off' as surface water) as a result of changes in land cover type (for example 
removing vegetation that covers the ground and exposing bare earth) and/or 
changes in ground elevations to create temporary access routes.  

 Changes in the capacity of the floodplain to store and convey floodwater as a 
result of the creation of temporary raised structures in the floodplain, such as 
temporary embankments for the larger watercourse crossings, access routes 
and/or topsoil stockpiles. 

2.9.4 Appropriate measures would be incorporated into the construction methodology to 
ensure no significant effects on the water environment.  These include, but are not 
limited to: 

 adherence to Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidance to avoid 
pollution generation; 

 measures to control the rate and quality of runoff water, such as choice of 
hardstanding material (permeable to allow water to infiltrate into the ground 
below) and use of interceptor drains and soakaway ditches where necessary; 

 locating soil stockpiles well away from watercourses and where this is not 
possible, installing silt fences to capture sediment-laden water running-off the 
site; 

 for watercourse crossings (for construction traffic), designs (including 
construction methods) that minimise disturbance of channel bed and banks 
would be used; 

 the two temporary crossings over the River Stour would be clear span (span the 
entire watercourse from bank top to bank top), and with the bridges themselves 
high enough to allow boats to continue to navigate underneath (such bridge 
heights would be well above the predicted floodwater level); and 

 in the floodplain, measures would be incorporated to minimise obstruction or 
deviation of waters in the event of a flood, including leaving gaps in soil 
stockpiles, minimising the elevation of any raised structures (e.g. access routes 
and working areas), and, at specific locations, ensuring that access routes and 
working areas would be 'at grade' and stockpiles are located outside of the 
floodplain. 

2.9.5 On the basis that the environmental measures set out in Appendix 3B, Volume 5, 
Document 5.4.3B are embedded into the scheme design, it has been concluded that 
no significant effects on aquatic environment or water resource receptors would 
occur.   

2.9.6 A Flood Risk Assessment (provided in Appendix 14A within Volume 5, Document 
5.4.14A) has also been completed.  This sets out additional measures to address 
flood risk, namely the preparation of an Emergency Response Plan for Flood Events.  
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Provided the measures set out in Appendix 3B and Flood Risk Assessment 
(Appendix 14A) are implemented, no significant effects on flood risk receptors are 
predicted as a consequence of the proposed development. 

2.9.7 Once constructed, the effects on the water environment arising from the presence of 
the overhead line infrastructure are expected to be negligible, requiring no specific 
environmental measures beyond the incorporation of standard environmental best 
practice into operational procedures.  This is because the permanent infrastructure 
is resilient to flooding and would not cause an increased risk of flooding to others. 
Routine inspection and maintenance, refurbishment works and eventual 
decommissioning would likely involve similar works to the construction phase, but at 
a lesser scale.  Consequently, similar environmental measures to those proposed for 
the construction phase are likely to be appropriate, although the effects of future 
climate change on flood risk would need to be considered. 

2.9.8 Groundworks in the vicinity of watercourses often require consents to be issued from 
the relevant bodies.  This would be obtained as appropriate from the Environment 
Agency (larger watercourses, known as Main Rivers), the River Stour (Kent) Internal 
Drainage Board (IDB) (all other watercourses within the IDB area), and Kent County 
Council (smaller watercourses outside of the IDB area).   

2.9.9 It is concluded that the implementation of the proposed environmental measures 
would ensure no significant effects on any element of the water environment arising 
from the Richborough Connection project. 

2.10 Geology, soils and agricultural land  

2.10.1 Chapter 14 of the Environmental Statement (Volume 5, Document 5.2) describes 
the assessment of potential effects of the proposed development on the geology, 
soils and agricultural land within the Order limits. 

2.10.2 The soils within the Order limits support a wide range of agricultural uses from deep, 
stone-free, loamy soils that are typically used for arable and other high value crops 
to the heavier clay rich soils of the Ash Level that are wet for part of the year, prone 
to flooding and support permanent pasture for grazing animals.  A large proportion 
of the cultivated arable land within the Order limits has been defined as best and 
most versatile agricultural land.  This is land of the highest quality in terms of the 
range of arable crops that can be grown and the ability to cultivate the agricultural 
soils and manage the crops grown on these soils.  Poorer quality soils are generally 
those that are influenced by seasonal wetness and flooding; these soils are present 
in Section B of the route, from north of Hersden to approximately 500 metres west of 
Sarre.  Field drains (underdrainage) that maintain the flow of water from the soil to 
open ditches are generally present within the fields that are used for arable crops. 

2.10.3 Several measures will be implemented as a requirement of the Construction 
Environmental Management Plan.  Relevant measures will include (but are not 
restricted to) the following: 

 following best practice guidelines produced by the Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs at all times; 

 soil restoration following dismantling of 132kV PX route pylons; 

 reinstatement or re-routing of field drains and ditches affected by the works; and 

 maintenance of agricultural land excluded from cultivation during the 
construction period. 
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2.10.4 In order to assess the potential for effects on soils and agricultural land, existing 
policy was reviewed and an extensive desk study undertaken using published 
information on soils within the Order limits. In addition, the physical properties of the 
soil were recorded during a geotechnical investigation and this information was used 
to verify the findings of the desk study. The potential effects were described and, 
taking into account embedded environmental measures, scoped in or out of further 
assessment.   

2.10.5 The National Planning Policy Framework states that poorer quality agricultural or 
brownfield land should be used for development rather than best and most versatile 
agricultural land.  Local planning policies also require the protection of the best and 
most versatile agricultural land.  Legislation (statutory Instrument 2015 No. 595, The 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure, England) Order 
2015, Schedule 4, paragraph (y)) requires that Natural England should be consulted 
before the grant of permission on projects that lead to the permanent loss of more 
than 20 hectares (a hectare is 10,000 square metres) of best and most versatile 
agricultural land.  Therefore a threshold of the permanent loss of 20 hectares of best 
and most versatile agricultural land was used to determine if the effect on agricultural 
land would be significant.  

2.10.6 The construction of the proposed development would result in the permanent loss of 
1.1 hectares of agricultural land, of which 0.7 hectares is best and most versatile 
agricultural land.  This is the land within and immediately adjacent to the pylons (this 
comprises the agricultural land underneath the pylon and the area adjacent to the 
footings that would become unavailable for agricultural use due to the presence of 
the pylon).  The permanent loss of best and most versatile agricultural land would 
therefore not be significant and, as a consequence, it was agreed in the Scoping 
Opinion that this effect should be scoped out of the detailed assessment. 
Additionally, demolition of the 132kV PX route would return approximately 0.5 
hectares of land back to agriculture. 

2.10.7 Approximately 81.9 hectares of best and most versatile agricultural land and 33.8 
hectares of non-best and most versatile agricultural land will be disturbed or 
temporarily taken out of agricultural production during the construction of the 
proposed development.  Following construction, all temporary access routes and 
areas of hardstanding would be removed, the topsoil replaced and land returned to 
agricultural use.  Taking account of the embedded environmental measures that 
would be contained within a Soil and Aftercare Management Plan (see Requirement 
6 of the draft Development Consent Order), it is assessed that the potential effect of 
these works on agricultural land would be minor and not significant.  

2.10.8 Within the Order limits there are areas, particularly in Sections A and B, which are 
protected by planning policy designed to safeguard minerals of potential economic 
value.  The proposed development would not significantly affect these mineral 
deposits, primarily because within the Order limits they are sporadic, narrow, thin 
and subject to numerous physical constraints such as roads, buildings, and woods, 
preventing practically or commercially viable extraction. 

2.10.9 The historical and current land use of the Order limits is primarily agricultural, 
minimising the potential for the proposed development to encounter soils affected by 
contamination.  However, localised areas of potentially contaminative historical land 
use have been identified in a small number of locations, such as landfills and former 
quarries.  As a ‘safety first’ approach, the assessment has been based on the ground 
conditions at these locations.   
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2.10.10 Development on brownfield land of this nature is commonplace and takes place with 
appropriate health and safety and environmental measures, to ensure that there is 
no health risk from soil contamination or ground gas to either site workers or those 
that live or work adjacent to the land.  These measures typically include the use of 
safety clothing to protect site workers and the control of dust to protect nearby land 
users, although additional specialist measures would be undertaken in instances 
where discarded asbestos is present or localised soil affected by contamination 
occurs (for example soil treatment or off-site disposal). Ground investigations will be 
undertaken in advance of construction to ensure that there is sufficient information 
on the characteristics of the soil that will be disturbed to specify the correct measures.  
Approval of these measures by the relevant local planning authority (after 
consultation with the Environment Agency) will be required before construction work 
can start.  

2.10.11 The Order limits do not cross any features or sites that have designated geological 
conservation status.  The closest features of this type to the Order limits are at Chislet 
Colliery Tip Regionally Important Geological Site (RIGS).  This is located 120 metres 
south of the Order limits.  However, this is due only to the presence of an access 
route, with the pylon construction/dismantling works being approximately 500 metres 
away from the RIGS.  Similarly, Sturry Pit Site of Special Scientific Interest contains 
geological interest features that are located approximately 500 metres from the Order 
limits.  The means by which these sites (and other designated geological features or 
sites at a greater distance from the Order limits) could be indirectly affected by the 
proposed development have been considered.  It is concluded that there is no 
potential for the construction and dismantling of pylons (or any other activities 
associated with the proposed development) to affect these designated geological 
sites over the distances involved. 

2.10.12 There are locations within the Order limits where construction is required on land that 
contains soil that has been artificially deposited, such as backfilled quarries.  Such 
land can display poor stability.  This will be considered in advance of construction 
through investigation and testing of the technical properties of the soils, to ensure 
that the engineering design is suitable for the ground conditions.  For example, 
pylons situated on such land may require piled foundations.  

2.10.13 There is also a range of engineering challenges associated with construction on low 
lying land that contains silt, clay or sand that is prone to compression or collapse. 
Land of this nature occurs within various parts of the Order limits, including saturated 
clay / silt in the Ash Levels.  The engineering challenges associated with construction 
on such deposits are not uncommon and occur across multiple parts of the United 
Kingdom.  The engineering design for the proposed development will be developed 
to account for the ground conditions, using proven specialist techniques where 
necessary to ensure the stability of the new infrastructure and surrounding land and 
property. 

2.11 Socio-economics and recreation  

2.11.1 Chapter 15 of the Environmental Statement (Volume 5, Document 5.2) describes 
the assessment of the likely significant effects of the proposed development on socio-
economic receptors during the construction, operational and future decommissioning 
phases.  Socio-economic and recreational receptors considered include tourism, 
access (users of public rights of way and the cycle network), community buildings 
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and services, businesses, users of agricultural land (landowners and tenants of 
working farms) and the local and regional economies.  Consideration is also given to 
future land uses, meaning how land and property might change over time. 

2.11.2 Where possible, environmental measures have been incorporated into the proposed 
development that aim to help reduce or avoid potential negative effects, or enhance 
potential positive effects (for example by making sure access is maintained as much 
as possible, or providing suitable diversions to any public rights of way if they need 
to be temporarily closured during the construction works).  

2.11.3 There is no standard way of assessing socio-economic effects but the approach 
taken has taken into consideration advice and guidance from the Planning 
Inspectorate through their Scoping Opinion, as well as by applying best practice from 
other similar projects and using professional judgement. 

2.11.4 The assessment considers potential direct effects on receptors within close proximity 
of the proposed development (within the ‘Order limits’) and potential indirect amenity 
effects on receptors that are further away from the proposed development but could 
still be affected by it and have an amenity value.  Potential perceived effects on 
receptors have also been considered.  

2.11.5 Overall, tourism (including accommodation, places to eat and tourist attractions) 
would not be significantly affected during construction or operation of the proposed 
development.  Measures including careful planning of construction works outside of 
the peak tourism season in certain locations, and making sure as far as possible that 
accessibility along the River Stour is maintained have been incorporated into the 
proposals. For example, at the Nethergong Camping site, the main construction 
activities are proposed between January and May 2018, to be outside of their peak 
visitor season and within the months when the campsite is closed (end of October to 
1 April or Easter, whichever is sooner). 

2.11.6 Perceived effects on tourism receptors are also considered of relevance, however 
previous research demonstrates that following project completion, levels of 
perceived effects decrease rapidly.   

2.11.7 In total, 27 public rights of way would be directly affected by the required construction 
works, although users of public rights of way and cycle routes, during and after 
construction of the proposed development, are unlikely to be significantly affected.  
A Public Rights of Way Management Plan (Appendix 3H within Volume 5, 
Document 5.4.3H) has been prepared to help ensure that effects on those using 
public rights of way would be minimised.  For example, National Grid intend to keep 
the majority of public rights of way open during the construction works, only closing 
specific sections of public rights of way and using minor diversions where absolutely 
necessary.  Those using public rights of way are also unlikely to be significantly 
indirectly affected (for example as a result in a change in their experience as they 
are walking or cycling).  Some users of some public rights of way are expected to 
actually experience a minor benefit due to the dismantling of the PX route, improving 
the views of the landscape in some places. 

2.11.8 Overall, community buildings and services (for example local groups or those using 
community halls or similar) would not be significantly affected.  The majority of 
receptors lie outside of the Order limits and would not therefore experience direct 
effects.  One exception to this is the premises used by Canterbury Sea Cadets which 
lies within the Order limits.  Measures would be put in place to help ensure that 
access to the premises used by the Sea Cadets and other similar facilities is 
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maintained where access would need to be shared with, or be affected by, 
construction or operational traffic.  

2.11.9 Some agricultural land would be temporarily taken out of use during construction but 
overall, this would not have a significant effect on the agricultural businesses 
affected.  Farming activities would be able to continue on the surrounding areas and 
land owners would be appropriately compensated for the temporary loss of the use 
of this land.  Some agricultural businesses would permanently lose agricultural land 
where land is needed at the pylon locations.  Measures have been incorporated to 
place pylons in locations which would have the least impact on future farming 
operations, for example to make sure farming machinery can still be used, and the 
land lost is not expected to significantly affect the viability of the farms.  There would 
be some benefits arising for some agricultural businesses, through the removal of 
the PX route and return of land to farming uses.  

2.11.10 The potential effects of the proposed development on other businesses (excluding 
tourism businesses) during construction and operation would not be significant.  

2.11.11 The location of the proposed development may prevent or restrict known future land 
uses and development.  However, the assessment has concluded that all committed 
developments or planned developments identified would be able to continue to be 
developed alongside the proposed development.   

2.11.12 There would be likely to be benefits to the local and regional communities and 
economies as a result of the project. During construction, it is estimated that the 
proposed development would create £48.75 million of net additional expenditure 
through civil engineering contracts. This would bring associated benefits in terms of 
employment and increased spend in the local economy (estimated at £50 per day 
per non-local worker), generating an estimated £2.4 million of additional spend in the 
local economy.  

2.11.13 During operation, the proposed development would generate only a small number of 
jobs that would likely be sourced from National Grid's existing contracts, as well as a 
small amount of spend locally associated with maintenance visits. However, during 
decommissioning at the end of the development’s life, there would likely be similar 
benefits to those expected during the construction phase. 

2.12 Cumulative effects  

2.12.1 Chapter 16 of the Environmental Statement (Volume 5, Document 5.2) describes 
the potential ‘inter-project’ cumulative effects from the interaction of the proposed 
development and other ‘major’ developments (as defined in Section 5.8 of the 
Environmental Statement, Volume 5, Document 5.2) where there is the potential for 
combined environmental effects. ‘Inter-related’ (or intra-project) cumulative effects 
are considered within each of the technical chapters of the Environmental Statement. 

2.12.2 The method for the assessment of potential cumulative effects takes into account 
relevant regulations and guidance; the Scoping Opinion and representations made 
to the Scoping Report. 

2.12.3 Consultation was undertaken with the local planning authorities (Kent County 
Council, Canterbury City Council, Dover District Council and Thanet District Council) 
throughout the preparation of the Environmental Statement with regards the scope 
of the assessment of cumulative effects.  It was agreed that the cumulative 
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assessment would consider other major developments within the local authority 
boundaries.   

2.12.4 The major developments which it was agreed would be taken forward for assessment 
are: 

Committed developments (i.e. with, or with a resolution to grant, planning 
permission 

 A - Discovery Park Biomass plant;  

 B - Thanet Solar Farm; 

 C - Discovery Park Masterplan; 

 D - New 400kV substation and converter station at Richborough as part Nemo 
Link project and internal access route; and 

 E - Richborough Energy Park - Peaking Plant,  Richborough Power Station. 

Pre-application stage projects 

 F - Strategic Development Site SP3 Site 2: Sturry and Broad Oak; 

 G - Strategic Development Site SP3 Site 8: Land North of Hersden; and 

 H - Communications Mast. 

National Grid Permitted Development 

 I - Canterbury North Substation. 

2.12.5 Potential inter-project cumulative effects from the interaction of the Richborough 
Connection project and the developments identified in Figure 5.1a - 5.1d were 
assessed for each of the technical disciplines discussed in Sections 2.2 – 2.11. 

2.12.6 The assessment concluded that the majority of cumulative effects identified would 
not be significant, in many cases due to the embedded environmental measures 
included in the Richborough Connection project minimising potential significant 
effects arising from the proposed development. 

2.12.7 Those cumulative effects which have been concluded as being significant are 
identified in Table 2.12.1. 
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Table 2.12.1  Summary of significant inter-project cumulative effects 

Development Receptor Magnitude of 
effect 

Comments 

Landscape 

Development D Landscape character: Former 
Wantsum Channel LCA 

Moderate adverse This will only occur where effects of the proposed 400kV substation 
and converter station overlap with the effects of the overhead line 

Development H Landscape character: Ash 
Level LCA 

Moderate adverse In the long term the magnitude of effect would reduce to minor 
adverse and therefore not significant 

Combined effects: 

- Development A 

- Development B 

- Development C 

- Development D 

- Development E 

- Development H 

Landscape character: 
 

- Former Wantsum Channel 
LCA 

- The Sandwich Corridor LCA 
- The Ash Level LCA  
- The Richborough Castle 

LCA 

Moderate adverse The proposed development would not comprise a ‘tipping point’ 
which would fundamentally change the landscape character and 
exceed the limits of acceptable development defined by the local 
authority development plans. 

Visual    

Development B Saxon Shore Way Moderate adverse Significant effects would only be experienced on a short section of 
this public right of way (PRoW) 

Development D Saxon Shore Way Moderate adverse Significant effects would only be experienced on a short section of 
this PRoW. These findings are consistent with the findings of the 
cumulative assessment within the Environmental Statement for 
Development D 

Development E Saxon Shore Way Moderate adverse Significant effects would only be experienced on a short section of 
this PRoW 
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Development Receptor Magnitude of 
effect 

Comments 

Development F - PRoW alongside the railway 
- Southern end of Shalloak 

Road 
- Residential properties with 

open views of the north 
Stour Valley slopes 

Moderate adverse Cumulative visual effects would be minimised by the presence of 
open space and tree planting between the receptors and the 
proposed residential development area.  This would filter and 
potentially screen some views of Development F. 

 Residential receptors and a 
PRoW on the south side of 
Broad Oak 

Moderate adverse The proposed 400kV overhead line would be barely perceptible in 
the view, and the PX route would have been removed from the 
view.  However the cumulative effects would be more substantial 
than those arising from the Richborough Connection project alone. 

Development G - Properties on the edge of 
Hoath 

- Properties at Chislet 
Business Park 

- Marley Lane 
- PRoW crossing the valley 

Moderate adverse The proposed 400kV overhead line and Development G would alter 
a moderate proportion of near and middle distance views and a low 
proportion of distant views.  The cumulative effects would be more 
substantial than those arising from the Richborough Connection 
project alone and would give rise to a higher level of significance. 

 Properties at Tile Lodge and 
on Bredlands Lane 

Moderate adverse Cumulative visual effects would be minimised by the presence of 
open space and tree planting between the receptors and the 
proposed residential development area.  This would filter and 
potentially screen some views of Development G. 

 Residents and workers at 
Chislet Business Park 

Moderate adverse The proposed 400kV overhead line would be seen in near views to 
the north and north west and Development G in middle distance 
views to the south and south west.  The draft masterplan for 
Development G shows a large area of recreational open space with 
trees and retained hedgerows at the north east corner of the site in 
proximity to these receptors.  These factors would help to mitigate 
visual effects. 

Development H Saxon Shore Way Moderate adverse The proposed 400kV overhead line and Development H would be 
seen in the same view by a number of public and private visual 
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Development Receptor Magnitude of 
effect 

Comments 

receptors.  Development H is in close proximity to the pylons at the 
eastern end of the route.  The two developments would introduce 
additional but familiar elements into the view and the magnitude of 
effect would range from moderate through to negligible depending 
on the distance of the view.   

Combined effects: 

- Development A 

- Development B 

- Development C 

- Development D 

- Development E 

- Development H 

Saxon Shore Way Moderate adverse Where the Saxon Shore Way is in close proximity, the buildings 
and structures associated with the proposed developments would 
occupy a large portion of the view and the magnitude of effect 
would be major adverse.  Where the path is further away a low 
proportion of the view would be altered.   
 
 

Traffic 

Combined effects: 
 

- Development F 

- Development G 

A28 and surrounding 
highway network of Herne 
Bay Road, Broad Oak Road, 
Shalloak Road and Vauxhall 
Road 

Moderate to major 
adverse 

Such effects would only occur in the event that construction of 
Developments F and G (including the Sturry link road) were to take 
place simultaneously with construction of the Richborough 
Connection project, which is unlikely. 

Construction Noise 

Development F Residential properties on 
Shalloak Road 

Moderate adverse Construction works on the Richborough Connection project are 
transient and the cumulative noise effects will therefore be of 
relatively short duration. 
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2.13 The next steps 

2.13.1 Now that National Grid has submitted the application documents, the Planning 
Inspectorate has 28 days to review the application and decide whether or not to 
accept it for examination. 

2.13.2 If accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will then be told how they can register as an 
Interested Party to be involved in the process and provide their views. 

2.13.3 Following this, the examination will commence and will last up to six months.  After 
the examination has ended, the Planning Inspectorate has a further three months to 
make a recommendation to the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change 
whether or not Development Consent should be given. 

2.13.4 The Secretary of State then has a further three months to make the final decision. 

2.13.5 If approved, National Grid will start construction in summer 2017 and the new 
connection will be up and running by Autumn 2018.  The existing UK Power Networks 
line will then be taken down between 2019 and 2021. 

2.13.6 If you have questions about the application please contact National Grid’s community 
relations team on 0800 157 7878. 
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Contact us

Visit our project website:  
www.richboroughconnection.co.uk 

Send an email to:  
richboroughconnection@communitycomms.co.uk

Write to our freepost address at:  
FREEPOST RICHBCONNECTION 

Call our freephone number:  
0800 157 7878

Follow us on Twitter:  
@NGRichborough


